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This commemorative booklet is dedicated to all staff,
alumni, students and friends of the HKU SPACE
Community College.

Countless students have passed through the door of the
College in the past ten years, and many have re-emerged as
changed individual who dare to dream and aim high.

Presented here is an account of some memorable stories
of the precious decade, told by people who have
developed a strong bond with the College, rooted firmly
in mutual trust and respect. These could be students,
graduates, teaching and administrative staff, parents,
the Principal, and the Director. Their experiences are
diverse and manifold, but by providing a platform for
them to shine, the College has been a stepping stone for
them to realise their dreams and missions in life.

These are living proofs of the College’s incredible
achievements in the past ten years. Turn the page to
experience the love, joy and personal triumphs
recounted in these heartwarming stories.

A Decade of Academic Excellence
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Message from the Director

TR UIT s nspepanne

Professor C F Lee Hku sPACE Director
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BREE/== Message from the Director
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“It takes ten years to grow a tree, a hundred years to educate a person.”
I am happy to share with you how this is true in terms of the College’s development.

For the HKU SPACE Community College, the past
ten years represent massive work right from the
very beginning. It could be summed up by this
Chinese proverb: "It takes ten years to grow a
tree, a hundred years to educate a person.” | am
happy to share with you how this is true in terms
of the College’s development.

It takes lots of care and plenty of nourishment
to grow a tree. Although the College is a
self-financing organisation, we have received
abundant support from HKU SPACE over the
years, along with the professional services
contributed by our dedicated team of staff. With
their assistance, we are proud to have become
the leading provider of Associate Degree and
Higher Diploma programs in Hong Kong today.

A tree grows and shelters the next generation.
Both HKU SPACE and the Community College
share the vision of contributing to society.

We follow the path of The University of

Hong Kong in its various endeavors: to strive
for excellence in education and research, to
promote internationalisation, to strengthen
the relationships among students and staff, and
to contribute to the advancement of society.

It is our mission to provide professional and
continuing education opportunities for all, and
foster a culture of life-long learning in

Hong Kong. We will continue to do the best we
can to serve the society.

A single tree may appear insignificant, but the
magnitude of a forest is vast. Apart from our
established development path, we are constantly
looking beyond the horizon to explore new
opportunities. Presently, we are planning to
establish a private education institution jointly
with The University of Hong Kong, and to offer
more professional training programs in a variety
of disciplines in cooperation with mainland
universities.

If a tree is wounded, the injured part would
heal and become much stronger than before.
Similarly, a person who has encountered
failures or endured pain will be toughened up
by the experience, because it is by overcoming
difficulties that one could be revived and grow
stronger. Our students are like a wounded tree,
although they have come across difficulties in
their learning path, the experience has enabled
them to grow stronger, and aim higher. It is our
pleasure to guide them through the process and
witness how they turn into mature, responsible
and confident individuals.

"It takes ten years to grow a tree, a hundred
years to educate a person.” This is a message for
allof us. B
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Professor K F Cheng

College Principal
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In 2000, HKU SPACE Community College was
the first institute in Hong Kong to introduce
Associate Degree programs. In the same year,
the College was again among the first to bring
in a Liberal Studies based curriculum which
would later become an important trend in Hong
Kong. That was exactly nine years before Liberal
Studies were officially adopted by the Hong
Kong Government in its education policies.

The College takes pride in taking on the role of
the pioneer, as we are always open to ideas that
will benefit our students. Here | would like to
extend my gratitude to everyone involved with

the College for the excellent first ten years.

First, my thanks go to the students for their
dedication. They have been an integral part of
the College and have responded unbelievably
well to the goals that we aspire to — the

XE from the Principal

development of well rounded individuals with
good intellect, physical and mental resilience,
as well as the right sense of morals and social

conscience.

Back in 2002, we organised the first Athletics
Meet in a bid to foster a greater sense of
belonging to the College. | didn’t compete but |
was there all the way following the action.

| have kept the souvenir medal that we made
for the day, which was engraved with a design
that symbolised our goal of education for all,
encompassing both the intellectual and the
practical. | strongly believe that academic
pursuit is only a part of a student’s education
which can only be complete with the nurturing
of the heart, body and soul.

Secondly, thanks to my colleagues for treating
students as if they were family and dedicating

H1 1970 EMABHALE » T 2002 EIBRTEIEBER HHE 2B 2 B

MNAEPAE » BIBFUEFIERE -

I taught at HKU from 1970 until my retirement in 2002. After that I have been
serving as the Principal of the HKU SPACE Community College. For the past eight years,
I have been a fortunate witness to the growth of this excellent institution.
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The souvenir medal from the first Athletics Meet
features a design that symbolises the athlete and the
running track. For eight years it has been Professor
Cheng’s prized possession.
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precious years of their lives to the College.
In administration, our colleagues have
shouldered the burdens of constant changes

being made to improve our service.

Thirdly, thanks to the donors for their support
over the years. For the College to grow, we
have great need of financial support. Our
Kowloon East Campus was made possible with
help from the Government for providing the
land, as well as generous contributions from the
donors, who have also lent their support to our
various scholarships, in particular Dr and Mrs Lee
Shiu, and Dr Peter Lee, who apart from giving
generous monetary donations, have also been
personally involved with developments at the
College and care a great deal about

our students.

Last but not least, thanks to the HKU professors
who have acted as academic assessors to

the College in order for us to keep our high
standards. They have given us great advice

and guidance on our curriculum and academic

developments as well.

| taught at HKU from 1970 until my retirement
in 2002. After that | have been serving as

the Principal of the HKU SPACE Community
College. For the past eight years, | have been a
fortunate witness to the growth of this excellent
institution. | will continue to give my best to
help the College in its endeavors to become a
pioneer in alternative tertiary education for the

betterment of the community. ‘

IREEZ= Message from the Principal
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Advisory Council

& Chairman

EHa@EE (AHEER)
Dr Peter Wong (middle, front row)

& Secretary

WEWIE L (REEEM)
Dr John Cribbin (fourth left, back row)

Z B Members

BRbrEEE L (BHAE=)

Dr Dorothy Chan (third left, back row)
BEMZEE (AL —)

Dr Albert Chau (first left, front row)

EEEHR (B HAM)
Professor K F Cheng (fourth right, back row)

RAPHER (AIHAE D)

Professor Allan Cheung (second left, front row)
FRREE (AHES)

Mr Stephen Hui (third left, front row)
e 3R (RIHFED)

Professor C F Lee (fourth left, front row)
THEELE

Dr Peter Lee

MEHEEL (BHEZ)

Dr S M Shen (third right, back row)
MEfPERE L (A —)

Dr C M Si (first right, front row)
TERELT (BIEEET)

Dr Lee Shiu (fourth right, front row)
FEEZL LT GHE=)

Mrs Diana Wong (third right, front row)
EEHREL (AIHED)

Dr Philip Wu (second right, front row)
BEREE

Mr P S Yeung

2R EE @B College Management
BBzt (BHE=)

Ms Currie Tsang (second left, back row)
FRIANEE L (BHHE)

Dr F T Chan (second right, back row)
ZRRELE (BEEE—)

Mr Eric Li (first right, back row)

BBt (BHE-)
Ms Nancy Lo (first left, back row)
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Milestones

2000

2007

FAIBIZ N A EEER BB S HESRE
Pioneered Certificate in General Studies and Advanced Certificate
in General Studies of Associate Degree Programs

BTE-[EHER (9A27H)
Held the 1st Commencement Ceremony (Sept 27)

PR S AR

Introduced Higher Diploma Programs

LR ERNEEE) —
SEFAEREET(A118)
Joined New Territories

"Walk for Millions” as

the 1st College event (Feb 11)

BTEERMA
(3A31H)

Held the 1st Open Day
(Mar 31)

el LG
(9H15H)

Opened Wanchai
Learning Centre (Sept 15)

2002

BRI B R A RS

Established College Advisory Council

HKU SPACE Bf[E) REl A EE S AR S P B @2 B SR K UL B RE
Offered the 1st full-time undergraduate program in media and culture with Middlesex University, UK

BERE—EEEE
(4A20R)

Held the 1st Athletics Meet
(Apr 20)

MBE-ERERRES (8R15
H)  BRELGBHEHAPHARE
ERAEE-F2+RE

Granted the 15t Chat Tat Chee
Scholarship and offered the awardee
direct entry to year 2 at the University
of Birmingham, UK (Aug 15)

BITE-EEXHZ(9A23R)
Held the 1st Graduation Ceremony (Sept 23)

BERIBREMA(11A118)
Opened Island East Campus (Nov 11)

BITE—JE [MAGTE | RIRSESHRAE
(11H23RH)

Established the 15t Mentorship Program

& held its 15t Award Presentation

Ceremony (Nov 23)
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2005

HKU SPACE B3z BIFR E {7 3R A2 /0
HKU SPACE established Centre for
International Degree Programmes (CIDP)

2004

NERI KRBT

(108 18R)

Held Ground-breaking
Ceremony of Kowloon
East Campus (Oct 18)

2005 BNE—ERBEE - B8 BMbE A ERB R
Recruited the 1st batch of Mainland Students and 28 Mainland Students enrolled in

Associate Degree Programs

NERIRFEMNHA208)
Held Topping-out Ceremony
of Kowloon East Campus (Jan 20)

2006

HKU SPACE 2R R BEHEBARRIEEER
HKU SPACE and Po Leung Kuk jointly established HKU SPACE Po Leung Kuk
Community College (HPCC)

2007

NERIREAMA(2A8H)

Kowloon East Campus came into operation (Feb 8)

B [5 2 R 2008 1L REUES T X
Olympic Committee elected College
students as volunteers in the Beijing 2008
Olympic Games
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Ten Years of
Dedication

TEUSERBBE - ATEFRHS
EREAERBRELTR
—RARE  BBHERT -
Seventeen teaching and administrative
staff have been serving the
Community College since 2000.

This photograph is a tribute to their
contributions in the past ten years.

BRI
Dr Chan Chong Fai

FREFER (£ 1)
Chan Kam Chiu (seventh left)

BRRZ (£5)
Thomas Chen (sixth left)

BWERR (H=)
Dr Cheng Kam Yuen (second right)

RA®R (LHh)

Sunny Cheung (fifth left)
=5 (£m)

Doris Chin (fourth left)

SRR

Stella Kao

FEREE (G- AIR)

Veronica Lai (sixth right, front row)
ZH&(EZD)

Lee Chua Taik Chin (third right)
RIEE(H)

Frank Leung (first right)

WER (Ft)

Andrew Mui (seventh right)

Toraskar Helen Boyd
(/M fourth right)

LR/ (£2)

Currie Tsang (second left)
BER (L)

Pinky Tsui (first left)

= (A7X)
Ken Wong (sixth right)

EEY (AR)

Jane Wong (fifth right)
EpilE (£=)

Cindy Mok (third left)
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Father of
Associate Degree
Programs
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Professor Enoch Young

HKU SPACE Director Emeritus
Special Adviser to the Director
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Serving as HKU SPACE Director from 1997 to 2008,
Professor Enoch Young witnessed the birth and growth
of Associate Degree Programs in Hong Kong.

When we try to think of an influential figure who has a
lasting impact on the development of Associate Degree
programs in Hong Kong, Professor Enoch Young’s name
readily springs to mind. Professor Young was the first to
introduce the Associate Degree in Hong Kong, and the first
to establish an institution - the Community College - offering
such programs. Ten years on, he is still actively setting new
standards, and nurturing an increasing number of students
and graduates each year.

In the Government’s education review in 1999, a manpower
shortage in the local work force was reported, and the
proposed remedy was to introduce Associate Degrees into
Hong Kong's education structure in order to expand

the scope of post-secondary education opportunities.
Professor Young was the Director of HKU SPACE then, and

he knew at once that the time was ripe, because HKU SPACE
was adequately equipped with the manpower and resources
to respond to such needs. “We had the most established
teaching team and most versatile part-time programs in Hong
Kong to act on the Government’s call and turn it into reality.”
So the scene for education reform was set: the Community
College, a pioneer in offering Associate Degree

programs in Hong Kong, would soon enter the education
system, led by HKU SPACE.

The news of the establishment of the Community College
was announced publicly on 14th March 2000. Within 200
days, the College began operations, thanks to the foresight
and determination of Professor Young, who turned into
reality Government’s bold proposal in so short a time.

“In Hong Kong, a student’s fate is often determined by one
particular examination. In the HKCEE, two-thirds of the
students are considered losers; in the A-Level examination,
half of them reach a dead-end. Are these students really
losers? No. They may not be best at exams, but with the
right learning approach, | believe they can also achieve big.”

Beginning from 2000, the percentage of the Hong kong
population with post-secondary education increased rapidly
from 29% to 60%. This proves the Associate Degree and
Higher Diploma programs have indeed enabled many
capable students to take their studies further. If it were not
for Professor Young's judicious decision, this percentage
would have remained comparable to that of developing
countries only. “The College faces new challenges from time
to time, but we promise to never cease to deliver high quality
education,” Professor Young said reassuringly. ﬁ
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A Decade of Trials and Triumphs
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Currie Tsang college Vice Principal (Administration)

— + 4 [EEE A Look Back
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“Your questions don’t seem to be very interesting, and

they can’t really bring out the close relationship between

the administration team and the development of the
College,” As soon as she sat down she did not mince words in
expressing her opinion of the topic of the interview.

| knew right away that today's interview was going to be
interesting. Ms Currie Tsang, my interviewee for today is the
Vice Principal of the HKU SPACE Community College. She is
one of the staff members who have been with the College

since its inception.

Before | could mutter an answer, Currie continued, “Ten
years have passed and | really want to say thank you to every
colleague - every friend - that | have worked with. Over the
years there have been countless colleagues who have worked
so hard, from 9 to 9, while putting up with a boss who is so
blunt and picky - a perfectionist in every way. | guess this is
just my luck, and the College’s.” And with a smile she said,
“There were times when | haunted them with midnight calls,
telling them specific points to be added to certain documents
etc. Some of these colleagues are no longer working for

the College but we still keep in touch. So | really need to
thank them for everything.” Not surprisingly, | was quite
overwhelmed by this honest confession.

According to Currie, the Associate Degree programs place an
emphasis on broad-based education, which set them apart
from traditional professional programs. This had invited
plenty of doubts and criticisms when the College first started.

The formative years at the College were especially difficult.
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Currie also maintained that the College should adopt a
university's approach to the mode of study, offering a
course add-drop system. “The earlier stages were very
tiring because all class schedules and add-drops were done
manually. Some colleagues didn't sleep for days. But I think
the hard work was worthwhile because it was all for the
benefits of the students.” Apart from the heavy workload,
the colleagues had to cope with the society’s scepticism and
doubts concerning the new Associate Degree programs.
“We are happy to see that our efforts pay off. The College
has really done an incredible job.” Currie recounted the
College’s early experiences with such passion that one could

feel the joy and turmoil of those earlier days at the College.

Today the Community College is a well established institution
and Currie is very proud of her administration team.
“Administrative work is often unappreciated. People take it
for granted when it's done well, but when there are hitches
they get blown out of proportion,” she added. “As for our
teachers, | never have any doubt. They are No.1.”

As the interview drew to a close, | asked what Currie does to
relieve herself of pressure. She paused and said, “Sleep.

A good sleep does the trick. But often | just can’t stop
thinking about the College before | fall asleep! And | would
really like to spend more time with my family, especially my
parents, but it's not easy. My father once asked me if | was
too busy to even argue with them! Well, | don‘t really know
the answer. Looking back, I'd say the College has already

become a family to me.”

And guess what? Currie loves English curry ... and the English
weather! ‘

+ 4[58 A Look Back
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Professor Mimi Chan Maggie Lee coliege Assistant Lecturer

Senior Consultant & Honorary Professor 2006-07 X2 (EXRHEEXEME)BEL_FH Year 2, Associate of Arts (English Studies)
2007-09 EHEKE ($E)XE T BA (Hons), The University of Hong Kong
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EEEGEHEBEN —HM& M—BRE E EHE (Mimi) &
Z 5k (Maggie) HIEB{Z o

—REM —URME —LUREHEBRERNEZR
BB+ FNETE  5—VAIRBREBANRE  HHF
BRI A 228 ° Mimi B2 Maggie Br T X E#EE M| F25h -
ZEBEREE THEBENER -

Mimi REREBRE > REIGHK [FEAKE | B FluES
BEE 42 $ (King Edward Scholar) @ StBXRSH X H
WEERE R EVEREERE LHBNLEELE  F2F
BABE—NVEBEBNLZHE  EREERSF - Mimi{E3 2k
ZA BREIZFEBABRNZAZREE  EEEBEREN
FHEEEZR  ARNEBEREENREKTIEE - 2RISR
SEBEB —HNEICER  #EMimi EFER o

Mimi 74 2% il @ 1 K 22 2 B (University College London) £ %
BERBTHEMEIE  hHRRBERBROEERNE
RNBPRFLEED s BE - PREXEE - BIRE - XBRER
AEREEEE  TEEAERE o EBEMNGH > Mimi
BUR—VERAL EHEZEEEEEZMEEMHmRE -
[RIFEETHE  BAFTEENHENELE  REE MR
RERM BB R o

Mimi and Maggie, a mentor and protégé story.

Professor Mimi Chan is a HKU veteran, having taught at the
University and Community College for more than forty years.
Maggie Lee, on the other hand, is a fresh graduate of both
institutions. Despite the generation gap, the two share not

just a common initial but are connected in many other ways.

Mimi had served as Head of the English Department at HKU
for many years before joining the Community College. A King
Edward Scholar on entry and subsequently winner of every
prize then available from the English Department, Professor
Chan had served as Secretary and then Chairman of Lady Ho
Tung Hall, as the first woman Valedictorian in the Arts Faculty
and subsequently for five years as HKU's first woman Public
Orator. Her colleagues often joke that she has taught more
than half of Hong Kong's English teachers, which is

not entirely far fetched, given the fact that she has been

a teacher in one of the most important departments at

Hong Kong's top university for so long.

After further studies at University College London, Mimi
taught, did administrative work, researched and published
books, monographs and articles in learned journals

on Shakespeare, Chaucer, Chinese-English Translation,
Lexicology, Stylistics and Creative Writing in English. She has
also published her own creative writing. One of the best-
known English teachers in Hong Kong, she is the reason that
some students take up the subject in the first place.

"I enjoy teaching and am especially happy when I find
students with potential and motivation, to whom | can

pass on my interest and dedication.”
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And for Maggie, who studied at the Community College from
2006 to 07, Mimi has been an indispensable figure in her life.

| determined to join the Community College because of
Mimi”, Maggie explained, “l was been told that Mimi was
the English department head of HKU in a tertiary education
fair, since getting into HKU was my prime goal, so that |
made my decision.” In 2007, Maggie was accepted by the
HKU Faculty of Arts and also received the Chan Tat Chee
Scholarship in English given by the trustee of the fund,

Dr Peter Lee. As fate would have it, Mimi was one of the

assessors for the scholarship!

It can be said that these encounters with Mimi have had a
profound impact on Maggie. Armed with a first class honors
degree, she could have chosen a more financially rewarding
career or gone on to further study overseas. Instead, she

became a teacher at her alma mater, the Community College.

“You know what, it was Mimi again who interviewed me for
the job!” Maggie was Community College’s first student-
turned-teacher and because of this, she feels she has a special
mission, which is to set an example of what students of the

College can achieve if they have the will.

Interestingly it was chance that brought Mimi and Maggie
together, as they would not have met if Mimi had not
delayed her retirement, and Maggie wouldn’t have become a
teacher had she not been inspired by Mimi’s fine example.

For a teacher, learning is a lifelong thing. When asked
about her next goal, Mimi replied, “Learn to play mahjong!”
Mahjong in English, why not? ‘

+ 4 [EEE A Look Back




1 [ __-

s

B | BEE K5 W o)

A Dream Fulffilled

“The reward is _m(‘)!r;é precious than gold

=y
=

i




fETEHE

The Turning Point
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Boris Cheung
2000-01

BIE EERE
Certificate in General Studies

2001-02
BZEL—F4
Year 1, Associate Degree

2002-05

ERRBHENE (KEB) 21 (WER)

BSSC (Hons) in Psychology,
The University of Hong Kong
2005-10

BERRBLEEFL

PhD in Psychology,

The University of Hong Kong
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FETLFAEBEAZ  BRIARUPAEELE  MEAKREES
BEEE  2%EAlevel e BETEEEFMERT » FrlR
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The story of Boris Cheung is an encouraging one for
those who follow his footsteps at the HKU SPACE
Community College.

His turning point came in 2000, the start of the new
millennium. He has since spent a whole ten years at
HKU, including two years for the Associate Degree at the
Community College, three for his bachelor’s degree in
psychology, one for his master’s and a further four

for his PhD. This year he finally graduates from his
doctorate program.

This is how the story goes. Boris, who loved playing the
piano, had let the chance to pursue his dream of a musical
career in Shanghai slip away. Later he graduated from
Form 5, and worked for a bank for a few years. In 2000,

he decided to rekindle his dream of a career in music and
applied to study in the US. “I was accepted by a university
but my student visa application was denied by the consulate

because | was considered too old.”

Unfazed, Boris decided he just wanted to go back to school.
That was in 2000, when the Community College was
established. “I wanted to go to university to study
psychology. But | only had a Form 5 certificate and didn’t
want to go through the HKCE and A-level route again

so | chose the Community College. | was accepted by HKU
two years later.” Psychology may not have been the path
he had envisioned for himself but he was grateful that

he got there in the end.

To Boris, the biggest challenge in becoming a student and
researcher was keeping focused. “My English was good

so | had no problem adjusting to academic life in the
University. And it helped that my goal was clear right from
the start. But completing the doctoral dissertation certainly

required a lot of determination and discipline,” said Boris.

It has been a good ten years for Boris and we are sure that

the best is yet to come. ‘
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Gary Yeung Shatin District Council Member

2002-04 FERRIZ (EFRE) BIZ L Associate of Applied Science in Information Technology
2004-07 TBERPEABHEMTTE (858) T2 BEng (Hons) in Computer Engineering, The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
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Gary BERLZHEINE  ZERTE
BIEFEFEHEN -

Gary introduces a computer van to
the community so residents can take
free computer lessons.

What should a 24-year-old be doing? Fresh out of school?
In between jobs? Looking for a wealthy Mr/Miss Right?

At this age, when most people are still unsure about what

to do with their lives, Gary Yeung has won an election and
become a member of the Shatin District Council. Youthful
and running for the first time, Gary secured victory over

the more experienced incumbent and became the talk of the
district at that time. “On election day, many 70- or 80-year-old
supporters came to help me out from morning to 2 am
before the news of my win was announced. | am very
grateful to them and at the same time deeply touched by
their fervent support.”

Gary's political experience could be traced back to his Associate
Degree years at the Community College. “IT people are
generally regarded as less communicative or sociable, so | actively
participated in many different activities to enrich myself. For
instance | served as the vice president for the computer club, and
participated in the mentorship program, which helped to expand
my network in the IT industry.” It is with the help of these
networks that Gary started to get involved in district affairs.

When Gary was a student at HKUST, he designed a forgery-
proof ticket for Professor Stephen Hawking's talk. But why
this drastic career change? “My IT and political careers
co-exist perfectly,” Gary replied, “They are not mutually
exclusive. Instead, now | can introduce technology to the

It

community, maybe even bring it to the council level.” Apart
from setting up his own technology business, Gary is also in
active negotiation with the Education Bureau to promote
digital learning materials for students, which will help to
develop the creative industries and build a better learning

environment for the future generation.

Gary's jobs enable him to see the many sides of life. The story
of an eight-year-old girl has a special place in his heart. “The
girl had a critical heart condition and needed a transplant
urgently,” Gary recollected, “We spent months searching for
a suitable heart, asking help from both local and overseas
organisations. The girl was finally received a successful heart
transplant just in time. Every time | see her smiling face |

know there is nothing better or more worthwhile than that.”

There is a time to give and a time to receive. As Gary has
learned, true happiness and satisfaction would always follow
when you are ready to do the former. a
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Like most parents in Hong Kong, Mrs Ma is extremely
concerned about her children’s upbringing and education.
Alice Ma, the youngest of her three daughters, is a clever child
and always full of ideas. Alice’s elder sister has long predicted
that her sister would be “something” when the time comes.
When Alice was in Form 5, even before the HKCEE results
were announced, the Ma family had already decided that she
should go to HKU SPACE Community College.

When asked about this decision, Mrs Ma replied with a smile.
“She will become a university student sooner or later, so why
not give her a head start? | am very fond of the College’s
program structure, and believe the learning environment
there will be beneficial to her development.” Mrs Ma

knows that the traditional learning method is not suited to
her daughter, so taking the A-level examination would not
do her any good. She also believed that with Alice’s good
discipline, she would be able to overcome this challenge.

Mrs Ma was delighted by her daughter’s many improvements
both intellectual and social after she entered the College.
“This is definitely the right decision,” she concluded,

“Alice has learned to think from different perspectives and is
able to respect the opinion of others. She has matured a lot.”

Being a primary school vice-principal herself, Mrs Ma is familiar
with the psychological development and changes of a growing
child, and she is willing to give us advice. “Parents should
recognise their children’s temperaments and potential, and
provide suitable guidance to them according to their abilities.
No matter which path you take, the best path is the one that
suits your child’s character. The younger generation born in
the 80s and 90s are more energetic, so the traditional learning
approach may not fully satisfy their needs, which is why |
totally support the choice of Associate Degrees.”

Although Alice had her relatively indolent times in between
studies, she at last did not let her family down when she
was awarded the Middlesex University scholarship, amidst
keen competition. “The scholarship recognises my past
achievements; at the same time it is a driving force for me to
work harder for the future.” Alice’s story encourages other
students to work hard towards their goals.

“I'm proud of her!” In one simple, reassuring remark,

Mrs Ma once again affirmed her daughter’s achievements,
her role as a devoted mother, and the value of the Associate
Degree to those who choose to take this path. ‘
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Mrs Ma Lo Shui-ping (Parent)
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Alice Ma

2005-06 EIZ+ %{ERE Pre-Associate Degree Program

2006-09 {2 (IHE8 K S {EHF) BIZ 1+ Associate of Arts (Media and Cultural Studies)
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Direct entry to Year 2, BA (Hons) in Media and Cultural Studies, Middlesex University
- a program offered by HKU SPACE Centre for International Degree Programmes (CIDP)
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Both Alice (left) and Mrs Ma (right) are proud of each other.
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“Darkness has given me dark eyes, which | use to search for
the light,” wrote author Gu Cheng.

Clayton Lo's eyes may see a blurry world, but there is nothing
ambiguous at all about his vision for the future.

Since high school, Clayton has been suffering from a
degenerative disease in his eyes, and now only retains 30%
of his vision. Understandably he has had numerous
challenges in his studies. “l never went to a school for the
blind and for that | probably suffered a bit. | have always
wanted to further my studies but there was no way

| could go on to study for the A-Levels. | was lucky that the
Community College offered me a way out,” he said.

The College was not fully equipped to cater for the visually
impaired, and facilities such as the computer lab and library
were not particularly accommodating. His biggest challenge
was the compulsory science subjects. “l couldn't see clearly
what was written on the board, so I really couldn’t catch

up with maths and science subjects that required me to study
a lot of graphs.”

Fortunately his teacher Dr Mak Chi Ho gave him extra lessons
to help him make the grade. “The teachers would always send
notes to me by email so | could enlarge them.” Clayton is still
grateful for the special care that the College provided for him.
1 wouldn’t be where | am without the Community College.”

Young and optimistic, the challenges facing Clayton are
nonetheless not easily dealt with. “I have had part-time

jobs before, but the truth is | feel left out most of the time.”
Hong Kong is not an easily accessible place for the physically
challenged. Although technologies are available to help with
their day-to-day lives, compared to other countries Hong
Kong is still lagging in the development of a completely
equal and obstacle-free society.

Clayton, however, will not give in easily. Last year, he entered
a writing competition organised by Sun Hun Kai Properties
and had the opportunity to publish his first book, which was
about his experience as a person with a disability. “I hope to
continue to write, and do cross-disciplinary research on physical
disabilities. | want to arouse awareness of the problems
facing the visually impaired in Hong Kong,” said Clayton.

It is possible that Clayton will be completely blind
one day, but that will not stop him from becoming an
inspiration to others. ‘



= . ERSEFH
A Utopia for Liberal Studies

[AEBBRRES | BEZE (Johnny) » —UKBEE XKW
B4 RERBIZIE LB LBRNEE  WERSFEM -
AEHREEDBONMF - REEERE-RBSHNIR - 417
BELLRIABER ES ALBE - IS E A ERL  KEBECK
A DHER  YARRRHEE °

[RMTREHFHE  DEAIERE  EHEREZA - FKM
ZRERD ERE 3 EUSEEL - |RRREEEE
A8 Johnny TEIEE2 B K TEPAIEHKS » E1E2008 F&
EEEESFRS [ F_EEFEMRE | NEFEW  BAE
L B1TE > EEEHE -

IRATHY Johnny BB L E » BIHEERE  R—EAFRERE
RIB# - B BIREAPIN [0FUE ] EREIHEEEMN
[BR ; BRALFEHREE - Johnny &0 Z (LB LS o [RRE
MRBFEEME  FHEAIZIRESHEA THE2ABRENEE
o HEYFARFBRE-FXENES  RMERRES
BHA - A REZEUONAZISEERRIFIIZZEM © JJohnny
FRIBLRIET T HRBRER  WERERET T2 -

BERR LERREESH B(RBRE IR UREHBHO
FAEEETHY Johnny - NAERBETR [BE ] - [BEHBCER
RoBBHETTHRN—EER - HPHHEDIARE - ZHEE
W RFREBBACHTE  BBEBEEEZTEEE - RRE
e EERMAE RS  REEERCABRIN - SER
ERENBEHMERBEREMMOLR o | IE20 Johnny B 2 Al
ARBREEBENE  BERHEFTABAKBUTAEISIA &
RHAMEERER  BR—EXELRERR  REESAE
e tRIEERHN -

Johnny Bt RBARSBREL  EEMEEFNESR
BB P

“My goal in life is always to improve myself,” said Johnny
Ma. Having done poorly in the HKCEE, Johnny was able to
turn a new page as he pursued the Associate Degree. At the
HKU SPACE Community College, his encounter with Liberal
Studies proved to be an eye opening experience.

Inspired by what he learned in Liberal Studies, this idealistic
young man has a vision for the future. “We can’t wait for
opportunities to come knocking at our doors. We have to
create our own future. Meanwhile, the best we can do is
to equip ourselves in the best way we can,” he said. In his
studies and work, Johnny has always tried to explore the
different opportunities presented to him, and in 2008, his
efforts paid off when he was named Youth Leader by the

Harbour Junior Chamber.

The opportunity to lead and set an example has obviously
transformed Johnny, who seems knowledgeable and
passionate about his role in society. He has opinions about
social responsibility when talking about the media’s obsession
with teenage models, and shares his thoughts on cultural
travels with great enthusiasm. “My own development has
benefited a great deal from the Liberal Studies that | took in
the Associate Degree program. | learned the importance of
having an all-rounded development. While specialists are still
needed, there is always a place in society for people who can
adapt quickly. This is how we retain our competitive edge in

any circumstances.”

Johnny now hosts a radio program on Liberal Studies for an
internet radio station. He also teaches at a learning centre.
“Liberal Studies have become an integral part of

Hong Kong. From kindergarten to university, the subject is
ever-present. It's my wish to spread the message further, into
the corporate world even. | am planning to produce learning
materials for students from all backgrounds from which to
learn and benefit.” Parts of Johnny's published writings

on the subject have been quoted by the official website of
Lee Myung-bak, President of South Korea. This shows that
geographic boundaries are irrelevant for those who dare to

seek opportunities.

Johnny still has a long way to go, a long way towards the
Utopia for Liberal Studies he dreams of-... ‘

== iR ey -
BEE g rusmngn xR anem
Johnny Ma Host of Online Radio Program on Liberal Studies & Part-time Tutor

2004-05 REIE+ %572 Pre-Associate Degree Program
2005-07 N2 (IR {LHE) B2 1 Associate of Arts (Media & Cultural Studies)
2007-09 EFEBEHABTMNREREBREBRARLGREB (L8) B 1 BSSc (Hons) in International Studies, City University of Hong Kong
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The Beginning of Liberal Arts Education
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E1E wpag XSRSt RRARIARERS LREH O BeE
ollege Principal Lecturer, Associate of Arts Program Coordinator an ssociate Head o entre for International Degree Programmes

Ken Wong college Principal L Associate of Arts P Coordi d Associate Head of HKU SPACE C for | ional D P
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FFMEEHE MERERBHENRE w27 -5
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BAREY T2BRARENNZRIELRE  8FAR—T
% A HIBAEEE o
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B o 200225 XBRIBTHEXLEABCEI=T
ENETMURRYBEANBHRENSIEER - Kenk
T BOHEHATHNTREZESEE [ RMARRE
o FERAETRESENIER - eI RERNEREE
TERETREEIRZMEERBHBELLENER o |

BEE HRBBUA « BERLHREES » KenRAEEHFREE
EHEERRE  MEERER  EXSE  SREASE  HE
i AREXSE L RELTRE c Ken RMAZEEHER
RE(LHERBBARENER) b EXFEER - BNESHRE
% BRUSEBPRE R - ENERR A XER K HiEERE
HELS  H1_EHKU SPACE MI323% » Ken 1 i B2 px &k BIFR
NRERONEEENAISBZISE - AN  [BXRE
Z 80 - BE S (reasoning power) ~ BIFRIEE « H2ER—
B RIMERNRANBENTEEETALEBIEED - HMHER
EREEREdEREEZNRR  EEITHE  SHRFHER
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HKU SPACE 14 2003 4 £ i/ B £ 5 2 10 (HKU SPACE Centre for International
Degree Programmes — %8 CIDP) & i fe At ghill = 2 A #IE (177 - BEISVEH4L
FERERR5E ] BB 1 R T BB o

In 2003, HKU SPACE established the HKU SPACE Centre for International Degree
Programmes (CIDP) to offer international undergraduate programs for local students, as well
as recognised Associate Degree and Higher Diploma graduates of the Community College.
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“] still remember the day ten years ago when | walked into
the then Acting Principal, Ms Jennifer Ng’s, office to persuade
her to establish a program to encompass social, cultural and
media studies. She thought for a while and then asked me to
prepare a program validation document for the Associate of
Arts Degree program,” recalled Ken Wong.

Ken had felt that a Community College that offered
programs only in science and business subjects could not

be considered complete. At the time, the College lacked
any offerings in humanities or arts education. It was
because of Ken's foresight that the College finally offered

a comprehensive Associate of Arts program that has now
grown to boast an annual enrolment of over 1,000 full-time
students today.

The support of College Principal, Prof K F Cheng, is
indispensible for the success of the program. Since 2002,
the Associate of Arts program has produced over 3,000
graduates, underlining the vision that the two principals
shared with regard to liberal arts education. Ken, who is
head of the program, thinks that in today’s society there is a
huge demand for individuals who are all-rounded. “When
we designed the program, we took into account not only of
students’ interests, abilities and the over-all direction of the
College, but also the needs of potential employers and what
universities around the world expected of new students. We
want our students to have an absolute advantage when they
continue their studies or enter the workforce.”

As the ties between Hong Kong and China grow ever closer,
Ken believes that the programs need to be constantly revised
to answer the changing needs of society. These include
bachelor’s and master’s degree programs in language and
communication, forensic accounting, transport management,
new media, and creative industries. With a strong foundation
in humanities and liberal arts, the support of and the
network of overseas universities offered by HKU SPACE that
can be dated back to the 1980s, Ken is optimistic about the
future of CIDP and Community College graduates.

“Language abilities, communication skills, reasoning power,
understanding of globalisation and new media are all
necessary for the generation born after the 1990s. It is our
responsibility to equip our graduates with the right skills
and knowledge while answering the changing needs of the
society and their future employers,” concluded Ken. ‘
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Personality Types
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Frank’s students gave

a card to Frank with
photos that they had
taken together.
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Personality types are great conversation fillers.

Frank Leung, Senior Lecturer and Program Coordinator of the
Associate of Social Sciences, is here to show that there can be
many “types” to one man.

The happy-go-lucky type: Frank, an amateur photographer,
loves to share his works on facebook. He has entered
photography contests with his students and won some prizes.

“Sometimes the photos are not focused on the contents, but
a sentiment or mood. This is what makes an ordinary thing
look extraordinary in photographs.” He tries to do the same
thing in his role as a teacher. “In the same way, we always try
to find something special in any student, however ordinary
they may seem.”

It is Frank's cherished wish to organise his own photography
exhibition one day.

The proactive type: Frank has taught at the Community
College for ten years. In 2007, he helped establish the
Associate of Social Sciences program. “Social sciences should
be an independent subject in this day and age when we have
so many problems and issues in society. Our youths need to
understand and search for answers,” he explained.

One of the challenges Frank faced was the program’s
recognition by and continuity with HKU. “I had to answer
many difficult questions posed by HKU professors before

we were finally approved.”

It is also Frank’s cherished wish to establish a psychology
major at the College.

The selfless helper: Frank, a registered psychologist, is the
Chairman of the Division of Counselling Psychology of the
Hong Kong Psychological Society. In the summer of 2008,
Frank and his fellow division members went to Sichuan to work
as volunteers to help victims of the earthquake. “It's not easy
for anyone to come to terms with the sudden loss of family and
home. What we did was to help them recover psychologically.”
Sometimes kind words and a hug from another human being
may work more wonders than material help.

Frank'’s cherished wish is to publish a book on counselling
psychology.
What is your personality type? And do you have a

cherished wish that you want to fulfil? Such is Frank's
challenge to all his students. ‘

RICIE suparten2nstREaSEE
Frank Leung College Senior Lecturer & Associate of Social Sciences Program Coordinator
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The Art of
Communication
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Jane Wong

(left) College Senior Lecturer
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(right) College Senior Lecturer
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BEZ— ' MILEEZTILE S ERN Helen Toraskar
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—RBEREERONEE  FAURYEEL RKREBCSE
BRI - M ARERRAE ° [Helen Toraskar 21254 °
EEER L L ENF R  BEEEenmir/ AP RERE
RER - TEARAERED L

Helen2 & FEIMNA SR WISER 2 — - BMESEHFEL
[+57]  \BEERNEZERAAE - BRELZ TREHEN
feinm ~ ENE ~ BE - MEREMHNBE - BESTE T IEHEEH
TRBENEIKTE » TEERF S TREB LD
FEo | BA—BINEZE  HelenB REBAERINE N TIEH
MEEER - Bt ERRNEER S NEE SEHRE
BIFERSLEE - WO [ HWIRIE | RILAEERR

HelenitB +H &  CREBRSE —EXK o [1FH—{LERD -
BRANRMEEBRRINBERRER - HINERSEEP L
EEBEHNEL  EBREXUREVESELBNE - &
BSARE - MPIMRFRESBEEEERSELRHN - BHK
W RRE  IBEFFABARE  FYETDEE - |HelenZ
FRNEIEE - BHEE R ABFEHRESRHN -

S—UEESTLERNEMIIEINEAL  FI= Jane ©

Helen ()X X2 EIEA » #SFREEIELZ
LHIEFHREE » BB EARIZF ©
The sari worn by Helen reflects her
Indian connection. Her husband is
from India.
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English is naturally one of the important subjects at

the Community College, an institution that emphasises
interactive learning and communication. Here Lecturers
Helen Toraskar and Jane Wong share their experiences in
teaching this multifaceted subject at this dynamic school.

Originally from Scotland, Helen has taught in North America
and in Asia. Helen currently teaches General English and
English for Academic and Professional Purposes. She has also
conducted a number of voluntary courses for the College,
such as The Art of Group Discussion. In this short course
students learn a variety of discussion strategies and skills
such as how to contribute ideas in a discussion, agreeing
and disagreeing, connecting ideas to others’ ideas, keeping
the discussion focused on the topic and reaching a group
consensus. “The group discussion course is very interesting
as it is as much about giving them the skills as it is about
building their confidence. It is also about expressing your
thoughts while listening to others’ points of view.”

Helen was one of the Community College’s first English
teachers and has witnessed the College’s evolution in the past
ten years. Ten years ago there were mainly local students,
but now we have students from Russia, Nepal, India, Korea
and the Chinese Mainland. It takes a bit of work to try to
balance the different language levels and introduce a wide
range of activities so everyone has a chance to get involved.”

“Students can be shy when speaking to a foreign teacher,
and with students coming from different backgrounds,

I have to be open-minded and sensitive about the cultural
differences, overall it's been an amazing journey.”

Having lived in Hong Kong for fifteen years, Helen considers
the city her adopted home. “As a teacher | get satisfaction
when my students have gone on to something. One of

my earlier students graduated from HKU with a PhD in
psychology and | knew it was all worthwhile!

And stories like this are especially heartening given that
many students have had bad experiences coming through
the HKCEE or A-Level exams,” said Helen.

Jane, also a teacher with a multi-cultural background, is not a
foreigner. She is married to a Spainish husband.

Having taught English in Spain and Macau to people of varying
backgrounds, Jane feels that Asian students tend to be a bit
more reserved but they can be equally creative and fun when
motivated. “Once | asked my class to do a role play and one
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Jane (%) ERBEC X7
PR SFAEEZF  HABHY
EEFD o

Jane(right), who lived
in Spain for years with
her husband, has
taught many students
of diverse backgrounds.

Jane L RRAF A - i BRAEITFRRMIBTEBEEALT
HIRIGE © JaneRBIMNBELLBIRST » BEEEMUSE -
MR A TS HE R X RIZAIR o [BE—RAKERBEHAE
R ER— B EREGEEDEY A HE sorry is
not enoughJ RFHMALHEEA) o |

Jane A BERMWER - BEFRRER - [H IR RMUENE T
RERER  MARTRABHRBEARSR  URBERER
—H - RRBMMANER  ERRBASHER  BHARX
HMBRBEREC | |SHEN  ARNBENRRE — AU
B ERTASHEERE ?

Jane ERARHHEREELEMR > TEESRNERS
(Toastmasters Club) ° [ KR EEBE X RKEER BFE
HEREBEER BEEEBHIOKERRK - RETESER+TS
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EREEE  Jane RN ATELERTE - SEBAREEE
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of them did a terrific impersonation of me. | only knew then
that ‘sorry is not enough’ was quite a famous quote of mine
among my students!”

“My children once commented that | appeared too serious

in front of my students when | asked them to observe my
teaching on campus one day. So | heed their advice and try to
have more fun with the students. And it feels very good to
laugh with them from time to time!” Indeed, what is human
communication without a sense of humour and fun?

Jane teaches Business Communication and General English,
and runs the Toastmasters Club at the College. “I have

to say that | enjoy teaching Business Communication a

bit more because it's not only about the use of language
but also about the communication skills and strategies.
Many students find the course very practical and are very
enthusiastic about it!”

One of the course assignments required students to write to
an outside organisation with a request or a suggestion for
improvement, “At first the students were usually skeptical as
they did not believe that the big organisations would care
about what the students would say. However they became
very excited when they finally received a serious reply from
them. The key is to make persuasive recommendations but
not merely harsh complaints,” explained Jane.

“As a result of their communication, for example, two students
were invited by legislator Mr Tam Yiu-chung to an internal
meeting and the other two students were invited to appear on
the Cable TV for an interview. Being taken seriously can really
help boost our young students’ confidence.”

The HKU SPACE Toastmasters Club is an outlet for students
to engage in public speaking in English. Jane started an
exchange trip to Singapore in 2008, during which students
were pitted against local tertiary students and advanced
toastmasters who were more sophisticated in their public
speaking abilities. “It was an eye opening experience for our
students, as they came face to face with the seniors. They
realised that they could have so much to learn and were
determined to improve. That was one of the many positives
to take from the trip. The trip has now become an annual
event to the club,” she said.

Communication is an art that requires carefully honed skills.
The sharing of these two teachers will give us a glimpse into
the dynamic atmosphere. ‘
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Reaching the Top

Albert 1 F & L5 -
RIR ST E R BIEFE
SRHVIERE ©

As a fan of Peking Opera,
Albert says watching a
performance could help
him relax when he is
under pressure.
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Albert Hung remembers clearly what it was like ten years
ago when they first set up the program. “Everything about
the College was new, fresh and dynamic. There was a new
way of thinking which allowed us a lot of freedom

to develop the program.”

Accounting is a highly professional discipline, so the College
has carefully designed the program in order to help future
accountants fulfil their ambition. “Graduates from this
program have a higher employment rate than other programs
because students choosing this discipline usually already have
clear career goals for themselves. What we need to do is to
give them the right training and support so that they will be
readily recognised by prospective employers.”

To achieve this, Albert made enormous effort to foster close
relationships with the accounting industry and professional
bodies over the past ten years. His endeavors have not only
gained job opportunities for graduates, but most importantly
he has successfully gained the trust of these professional
bodies and led them to recognise the quality of the College’s
graduates. “We did not have any formal recognition at first,
but as a result of ten years of hard work, we are proud to say
the program is now professionally recognised by prestigious
bodies both locally and internationally.” Albert now recalls
the tough beginning with a look of content.

Globalisation is a challenge faced by the entire accounting
business. “Hong Kong is one of the world’s leading
international, financial and economic centres. To maintain
our edge, we must keep up with the pace of the world
and stay competitive. This also applies to accounting
regulations, which must be up-to-date enough to facilitate
modern financial needs.” Because of the professionalism
demanded by accounting, Albert explained that the College
has given extra thought to designing this program with an
equal emphasis on accounting principles and information
technology. “All our students are well-equipped with a
strong accounting foundation as well as knowledge in
modern technology so that they are well-prepared for
demands on the job. We have the responsibility to ensure
the high standard of our graduates or else the employers
might find them not competitive enough.”

Although the course is strict and hard, students taking it much
prefer the tough training. Likewise, employers appreciate
their professionalism and competitive edge. “Our mission is
to provide the best education for our students so that they
can become leaders in their respective fields in the society.” ‘

SR P BENEE (B3OR)

Albert Hung Higher Diploma Program Leader
® Accounting
e Accounting & Financial Information Management (Double Award)
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Higher Diploma Program Leader
Higher Diploma in Business

¢ Marketing & Management
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To Flora, the malt candy is a reminder
of her students’ creativity and
achievements.
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Have you ever tried malt candy? This traditional bonbon

represents the pride Flora Chan has in her students.

Since the Higher Diploma program started in 2001, Flora
has been running and teaching the Marketing program.
Originally only Sales, Marketing & Advertising program was
offered but since 2004, two more programs were added to
reflect the changing needs of the business world.

Marketing is a highly practical subject that requires students
to put ideas and theories into practice. In 2004, Flora
introduced the “graduate group project” for which students
were required to start an imaginary company, taking into
account the real business environment to produce a final
report that encompassed branding, market positioning,
promotional strategy and recruitment management.

The malt candy appeared during one of these projects.

"“Qur students are really creative. There is nothing they would
not do to make their projects stand out.” One of the many
business ideas that came about was a match-making company.
In the final presentation, two students performed a skit of

a blind date scene. The class had a great laugh as the two
actors were thoroughly embarrassed. “The malt candy was

a ‘souvenir’ given out to the class by another group that had
the idea of a Chinese food store. It was so nicely packaged
that | just couldn’t eat it and | still have it!”

Last year, Flora took the project to another level by making it
a competition. “That's a good way to get them to work
harder. We are planning to invite professionals to serve as

judges so our students will get the best out of the experience.”

Flora is passionate about her work and is most pleased

when her students have achieved something. “There have
been students who decided to start their own business after
working on the group projects. Some are doing quite well!”
Flora said. Passing on knowledge is what education is about,
but it is more gratifying for Flora to see that students have

been inspired to live and fulfil their dreams.

Like many other teachers at the College, Flora considers
success of her students the ultimate gift. The good news
she is waiting to hear is that the malt candy is selling like
hot cakes! ‘
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The piece of artwork that Benjamin
is keeping was from a former
student Kenzaf Chung. Kenzaf was
a champion of the 2nd Hong Kong
Lighting Design Competition.
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Construction sites, data, charts and cold, stony walls
do not sound like something anybody can be passionate
about. But those in architectural studies are going to
tell a different story.

“We are like our own little cult, with a unique culture and
learning models. Our students spend a lot time in the studio
to brainstorm ideas with us and we have the license to be
wildly creative. On the first day of every school year,

we would order a roast pig and have a feast together.

This has become our ritual, or you can say an initiation rite,”

said Benjamin Yiu.

The study of architecture is more than mere knowledge.
Experience is important and there is also a sense of passing
of the torch from one year to another. “They know that
they have to constantly improve and better what has been
done before by their predecessors. That is the spirit of

architectural studies,” explained Benjamin.

In the past ten years, the faculty has nurtured many
all-rounded talents for the industry. “Our students are

both knowledgeable and technically strong. They are also
humble and willing to learn, and don‘t mind if they are

paid a little less if they can take on an important role.

| think they understand more than others that in order to be
rewarded, you have to work hard first.” The faculty designs a
curriculum that answers the changing needs of society,

which all call for different architectural designs.

In the next ten years, Benjamin hopes that the faculty will be
able to contribute to improving the living environment of
Hong Kong. “We love Hong Kong, a city that is our home
and where our roots are. As the society faces the challenges
of pollution, sustainability and conservation, those in the
architectural field are at the forefront of these developments.
We have to use our expertise to influence the urban design

of our city in order to make life better for all.”

Thus the passion for building a better world passes on from

Benjamin to those he teaches. ‘
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According to Dr Stephen Wu, graduates
of this program have different career
options and may choose to further
their studies in related subjects such as
nursing and psychology.
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Visiting the dentist can be quite terrifying for most people.
Yet it is very important to take care of your teeth. Dental
hygienist has a major role in promoting and maintaining
oral health for individuals, as well as the community. There
is only one dental hygiene training program in Hong Kong,
which enables the graduates to enroll in the Hong Kong
Dental Council as dental hygienist — The Higher Diploma in
Dental Hygiene. The course is jointly offered by the Prince
Philip Dental Hospital and the Community College, with the
support from the Faculty of Dentistry, since 2002.

The Higher Diploma in Dental Hygiene, the one and only program
of its kind in Hong Kong, has been jointly offered by the Prince
Philip Dental Hospital and the Community College since 2002.

Program tutor Cordelia Chan said, “This intensive program offers
a good combination of theory and practice. Students really need
to work hard in this course that is modeled on ‘problem-based
learning’. Usually the class is divided into small groups in which
students have to find solutions to specific cases while the teacher
provides the guidance as needed.” At first Cordelia and the
other tutor were worried about the effectiveness of this new
approach, but students have responded well and shown progress
both in technique and knowledge.

"It's predominantly a women’s world as female hygienists are
deemed more acceptable by male and female patients. They
can handle cases alone and employers are more willing to
hire female hygienists. We have had only one male graduate
who is still practising dental hygiene at the moment,” but
Cordelia remembers him well. “He enrolled in 2003 and failed
the first exam. | thought he wouldn’t continue but he kept
on and passed at the end.”

Apart from good techniques, a hygienist should also be
personable and a good communicator. Students are therefore
required to learn about patient communications and stress
management during their placement. Clinical placement is
the most important part of the program and a certain number
of instructors are assigned to each term of the placement.
“In terms of teaching resources ,the College has invested
much more heavily in this program than others. This is not a
profitable program but one that aims to serve the community,”

explained Dr Stephen Wu, Principal Program Director.

This intensive program requires absolute dedication from
students. As in many other things in life, they will only
succeed if they are willing to sink their teeth into it and give
their 100%. B

K FEL

FRHEE RS RSB
Dr Stephen Wu

Principal Program Director of
Higher Diploma in Dental Hygiene
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Cordelia Chan

Tutor in Dental Hygiene, Faculty of Dentistry,
The University of Hong Kong

BALEFETREREE  FEHEIERFA ° Cordelia (Bl 4172 ) IF 155 &4 1117 [FEEIERE o
Students are required to take up placement at the Prince Philip Dental Hospital to gain experience in treating real patients.
Cordelia (middle) is giving student the direction on how to handle a case.
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Nothing is Impossible
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For eight years Crystal Ng has taught the Pre-Associate Degree
program (Pre-AD). On average, she teaches over a hundred
Form 5 graduates per year. To Crystal, these students are simple,
passionate and eager to learn. They possess incredible potential
and can be led to great things if given the right guidance.

But what is Pre-AD? “The very existence of Pre-AD points to a
deep flaw in Hong Kong’s education system. In our traditional
schools, learning is equated to remembering all the notes
and exams alone will decide your fate. It is a shame that the
joy of learning, independent thinking and nurturing of one’s
interests are completely overlooked. Nobody talks about how
they want to contribute to the society any more,” she said.

Pre-AD, on the other hand, places an emphasis on liberal
studies and general skills. “Most Pre-AD students are still
undecided over what they want to do in the future. This
program aims to hone their critical thinking skills and
encourage discussion of issues from different perspectives.
Through some practical methods, we help them find their
interests and realise their potentials,” explained Crystal.

“From Pre-AD, | have discovered where my interests lie,
which hopefully will help me decide what to do in my future
studies. The program really gave me a solid foundation to
work on,” said Priscilla Chan, a student of Crystal’s who did
poorly in her HKCEE. Who would have thought that she
would acquire a HKU master’s degree?

Amelia Chieu and Peggy Lau, both Pre-AD students, praised
the practicality of the program. “Pre-AD is liberal studies-
based. | was concerned about having to do mathematics and
science but the teachers used real life examples to explain
scientific principles, which aroused our interests and made
everything easier to understand,” they said.

Crystal used to work in television, advertising and films, but
she has found her true calling in education. “In the past,

I was solely focused on myself and how to do my job well.
Now my mission is to inspire my students so that they will do
well. It's a bigger responsibility and also more meaningful!
Having a team of colleagues who share this mission also
makes it all the more worthwhile!”

“1 only believe in dreams now because my students have told
me ‘yes we can do it!"" The dedicated teacher said.

None other than Confucius could have put it more aptly:
“The way of education is moral enlightenment; and the way
to serve mankind is kindness."” ‘

R ) meaaRIe L EERREEIE

Crystal Ng (middle) College Senior Lecturer & Pre-Associate Degree Program Coordinator

ﬁ'fﬁ‘ﬂﬂ wea—) Priscilla Chan irst right, back row)
2002-03 R+ 5%{5RRE Pre-Associate Degree Program

2003-05 2 (JHBE K% {LFFZE) B2+ Associate of Arts (Media and Cultural Studies)
2005-07 BEABBRE (RE)XZBLTHE_F Direct Entry to Year 2, BA (Hons), The University of Hong Kong
2007-10 HFBEARBYER LRI EBIEL Master of Arts in Literary and Cultural Studies, The University of Hong Kong

BIZH @wux—) Peggy Lau irst left, back row)
2007-08 EI2 L 5{5:R Pre-Associate Degree Program

2008-10 X E2 (JHE8 N SC{LHisE) BIZ £ Associate of Arts (Media and Cultural Studies)

E HH Ek @gsa—) Julia Chow (first right, front row)
Eﬁk% @gxE—) Amelia Chieu (first left, front row)

2008-09 EIZ+ %{5RE Pre-Associate Degree Program
2009-10 X2 F|ZTE Associate of Arts

FIZE+ FEASRIBRYE £ M
Artwork of Pre-AD Students
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Joy in Learning

PRXEE BASIIH
Ray Chan Vivian Kwan
2008-10 IrRERE (B1#52) B2t Associate of Business Administration (Finance)

ZEE arun
Eliot Lee College Principal Lecturer
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Eliot Lee, College Principal Lecturer of the Associate of
Business Administration program, and students Ray Chan and

Vivian Kwan share their views on the program.

“In this program, everyone is keen on learning and nobody
focuses solely on exams. Our students know that they need
to understand the subject matter, ask the right questions and
look for the answers themselves. Exams are important but
they should only be regarded as tools for assessments.

| can see that students are genuinely thrilled by the learning

experience,” explained Eliot.

Second-year students Ray and Vivian are both enjoying their
studies. “In Eliot's economics classes, he uses real examples
from local and world news everyday, so we have to read the
papers everyday. We were not used to doing that before but
it's become a habit now.” Ray used to only read the features
and entertainment pages, but Eliot’s classes have broadened
his view of the world. He has realised that the economy may
be impacted by anything that happens in the society and is

now taking a keen interest in the news.

Eliot’s micro-economics class has made quite an impression
on Vivian. “Economics has not been my strongest subject
so whenever | encounter any problem, | will send an email
to Eliot, who is always willing to give me a detailed reply.
Thanks to his enthusiasm, | am determined to do well and
have worked really hard on my assignments. Eliot’s passion
and well planned classes have moved us all and my interest
in economics has grown tremendously because of him,”

she said.

Turning students into independent thinkers and infusing
them with a love of learning have been Eliot’s most satisfying
achievements. “In planning my classes | always start with
simple things and make sure that students find the class
rewarding. At the Community College, we are encouraged
to guide students through the learning process, instead of
sticking strictly to textbooks. And we always welcome a
healthy sense of competition to help them grow,” said Eliot.

The College is concerned with students’ overall wellbeing,
as well as their intellectual growth. Eliot, along with other
teachers at the College, beam with an almost paternal
pride as graduates begin to make significant contributions
to the society. ‘
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|§EE' I:Fl }F; H% During the numerous interviews with students, Dr Mak'’s

name was mentioned more than any other teacher’s.

An Adve ntu re r'S Spi rit Immensely popular with students, he teaches Life Science

at the Community College. On one fine day he invited me

to his laboratory to tell me the story of his life.

= y » - Dr Mak joined the Community College in 2001 and has
WTRZ9E  RERZEABREKERRNEM  FRET

S8+ (DrMak) » 7] RIS E4BMNEE ; MEHERRE
(EHRE)FIEL  BEARSHWERERE - SIRRMEA
Dr Mak VBB ZE Bt ARsH A ap o

taught thousands of students. He may not remember every
name but his own has already made a lasting impression on
countless students for his selfless dedication. “Dr Mak is

very passionate about teaching and always tries to plan his
Dr Mak }A 2001 ERBEMBER T/E» ESEBIES ¥ classes to cater for the students’ needs. He often gives extra

BHEBEEU Tt o ARSI EE—(VELEWEFE B[Dr lessons to those who are under-performing, not just for the
Mak | EEEFZAEFENEL 4SS » BFEDr Mak 24 E exams but also for their own benefit,” said Chiu Kam Hung,

FARYZEREL o [Dr Mak B 2R E » @0t ATRERENRESZZH one of Dr Mak’s past students.
BENRERNT  ERNEHBNRSZEIMIR - HEMFHT An adventurous spirit will take you far in the laboratory and

ARATEMZH MERAOHABMR EREH - | BER in life. After Kam Hung completed his Associate Degree,
Dr Mak 224 19 8751 Dr Mak H 2 B — — 43R o he realised that there was not only one path for everybody.
B BEAOA - A o BRI > “1 didnt do well in high school and felt stuck in a dead end.

% RABABRRE & - [AEPERERGLT » FEH There weren't a lot of bright career choices for a high school
— R LA BARERAEE c BEAEIEL B graduate and | couldn’t stand another failed attempt at
TEESE S BET T ERENETERE o |25 ZF the HKCEE. The Associate Degree program offered me
HSRBEL R AR - [Dr Mak HERE A LA REFLQ a way out and | realised that there were plenty of options
ER 6 MEREERTRRETEE  gopes—  OUthereThesid

ERET - SHCEHAHSELEMBISELT - | Dr Mak’s enthusiasm has played a big part in Kam Hung’s

BI-PELEERET  Dr Mak RS EE R - [ RIEE
BRE—MEIE | RRESEEHM > BXRTTRE AL
BE BARBARPERAEALS | LIERHHEARS
AEFEBUERELPIRE » B/ —BtRHKE o |Dr Mak
REFEIETHBLH IS - Dr Mak AR SERTS 4
HIE St ERERTENSE  RETERNE P

growth as a student and person, as he taught him to be
adventurous and enjoy the process of learning, which should

mean much more than exams and assignments.

Flattered by his students’ praises, Dr Mak believes he is close
to the students because he understands what they are going
through. “My path wasn't very smooth either because

| wasn't a very good student. It was purely accidental that

| was accepted by a university in Taiwan since | only applied
because my brother did. At that time not many people

went to Taiwan to study so it took a bit of courage to actually
go for it. Afterwards | went to the US for my doctorate
before returning to Hong Kong.” Dr Mak's example is a
living reminder that nothing is impossible as long as

you give it a try. ‘

EYEEL 88 emen

BEBMRERNE (EHRE) BRI RERSETE Chiu Kam Hung Chemist
Dr Mak Chi Ho 2002-04 FERARIZE (EHRIEEYRE) B2 1 Associate of Applied Science in Life Science (Biological Science)
College Principal Lecturer & Associate of Applied Science 2004-06 BEBASBELEY TZE (858) 2L BS (Hons) in Animal and Plant Biotechnology, The University of Hong Kong

(Life Science) Program Coordinator 2006-08 EBABHFEBETZBIF L Master of Philosophy in Pathology, The University of Hong Kong
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Veronica Lai

College Senior Lecturer &
Students’ Union Advisory Board
Vice-Chairperson

+ /7% A Common Goal

BE BRNBLESHERRBL  FHERE - KBHEE
BB - FEE SRS - BRITHERIERERIAAE]-

[B2EXEEHA 5 22 LT E Z 8 5 (Student Activities
Committee) * RREZESERELTF - |BEENEEE
B 2 — 38 88 % (Veronica) Bl - [ A BEEHNEEHR
BEmE  MARSEREZEBN & ARREZRTHL
MAMEFEREARRHA © ]

ZMEBLEENEBRES  BROTER  EERBEENEF
S EEAEHEWEBHE  MHE RARBERERBESE
A BEERERBEMRNSF-—ELTEH - [BIUS—2L
SEREE - B R EREE - PR ER - TRE
BRESBEERE—F—HEH - WMBEEBRREZES - &
LER - SFHSHESEEN o [VeronicafimtiE °

BELIAAB] BEERBTEABEE-—RPEEL [H LK
HELEHMEREREAZ  BRUE—HE RESERE
Bie REFEN HUOEAEEZXEZ—KAZEME 85
2 EENEFEENEFEEN  REZMHKINMEEE
EAE DERME ARRRAEE BBEESHCERE - ]
Veronica R REEEMEHHE  E—F365H  BEAN
B ERNEE > THEREENEBERASR -

MHEERSNELE  WEBSRNBLESREH /) - BEK
RERBLEFRBUNINEE [ FES2SNEREN SRR
EBERE REABERZEELRAENMNEUKKES - B
BREBLESFRABEFIERM - |

#ITBEAR » Veronicalr LS4
BET—E+ETURREEA
B EEYNEEAEN o P

Veronica 525 7 & — |G E £ &1
TLEE BB S HEREEFEZE
HEREBAE -

Veronica shares her collection of
student diaries from each year.

Each diary reminds her of the happy
times working with the Students’
Union Committee of that year.

It is said that students who serve on the executive
committee of the Students’ Union would undergo a positive
transformation after a year on the job. Let's meet Veronica
Lai, Vice-Chairperson of the Students’ Union Advisory Board,
to see what this is all about.

“The Students’ Union is formerly known as the Student
Activities Committee, which has been around for nearly

10 years,” Veronica said. “Students serving the Union
usually have a strong sense of mission. They are not
always straight-A students, but they are the most willing to
contribute their time and effort to serve others.”

Apart from regular meetings and overseeing the operation
of other student clubs and societies, the Union is responsible
for the coordination of the College’s Athletics Meet,
Orientation Camp, talent variety show, newsletter,

and even the production of the student diary every year.
“The production of the student diary is no easy job. Each
step has to be perfect: from concept development, design,
research, layout, printing, to distribution. It is a challenge

for them every year to come up with a design that is practical,
convenient to use, and trendy.”

Serving the Union certainly requires strength of mind as it
is a steep learning curve. “There were two teams in the last
election, yet each post was voted for independently.

| remember a year when the elected President alone came
from his own team, with the rest of the winning committee
members from another team. At first he was not very
confident and made mistakes, but he was doing better
everyday, and gradually grew into a much more confident,
responsible, and mature person through this experience.”
The term of the committee may be short, but with all the
meetings and activities intensely packed into 365 days, the
students have to summon their best communication and
organisational skills to get the job done.

Although the Union is on a smaller scale when compared to
student unions at universities, it serves the same purpose of
promoting student welfare. “The banners and notice boards for
all student societies and clubs, space for activities, the request to
re-activate water dispensers on all floors, etc, are all fought for
by the Union on the students’ behalf,” Veronica explained.

Looking ahead, Veronica hopes the Union can continue this dynamic

growth to become more established and independent. ‘
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Christopher and his colleagues

are training new members for

the V-Power in a bid to grow and
develop the team.

“Opportunities knock on the doors of those who are
prepared,” Christopher Tong, Counsellor, believes that this is
true both in work and studies.

Christopher is a member of the Community College’s Student
Development and Counselling Services, the purpose of which
is to help students choose the right career path or school

for further studies as they are about to graduate from the
College. “Many students are unsure of what they want to
do in the future, and are confused because they are not
aware of where their strengths lie. This counselling service
organises workshops for them to get to know themselves
better, and to identify their career options. “Students need
to understand their own strengths and interests, and set clear
goals. Otherwise they will just end up wasting time,"”

he advised.

It is not uncommon for students to have concerns over

their future. Emotional support is of paramount importance
to this group of youngsters who are around 17 or 18 years
of age. “Students are anxious over their future. Every year
our six counsellors handle several hundreds of cases that

are all related to career choices and further studies.”

Counsellors are professional listeners but Christopher

and his colleagues have two other important roles. “We
are the bridge between students and the College. When
student encounter any problem in their studies or other
administrative affairs, they will often come to us first. We
will then try to make recommendations or explain to them
about College policies. On the other hand, we are also the
students’ guide to the real world, as they often need our
advice in choosing universities or careers,” he explained.

The College emphasises the whole person development
of students and according to Christopher, activities such
as VV-Power, Mission in Possible and Peer Advisors Scheme
have been organised to help strengthen the character
development of students.

The possibilities are endless, but only those who are ready
will be able to take advantage of the opportunities
presented to them. Christopher’s advice? Be vigilant! ‘

BEE onmeze
Christopher Tong (front) Counsellor
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A Cultural Exchange

RIRE (=)
Roy Zhu irst left)
ERNBES T (ERME)

Associate of Applied Science in
Information Technology

ZEE; =)
Ken Liu (second left)
EAMERZEL (AR

Associate of Applied Science in
Information Technology

BHEE &-o)
Diman Liao (second right)
ERRIZEIZE L (ERRE)
Associate of Applied Science in
Information Technology

BREE (5

Jennifer Chan irst right)
EARE (BN - SEMNB)E2t
Associate of Applied Science in Information
Technology (Computer Science)
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Senior Lecturer Dr Eliza
Lau, one of the responsible
teachers for the College’s
Mainland admission

affairs, said the College
started recruiting Mainland
students in 2005 from

a number of cities in

China. Now the College
has already admitted

more than 100 Mainland
students from different
backgrounds, many of
whom are top tier students
in China’s college entrance
examination.

E# 2 (Diman) M5 E#E (Roy) @ HET AEIHE A I
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To Mainland students Diman Liao and Roy Zhu who came
a long way from home to Hong Kong, getting to know the
city and making friends here with people like local student
Jennifer Chan, is a real cultural exchange experience.

Diman and Roy learned of the College’s recruitment in China
when they were in their home towns in Hunan and Anhui
respectively. Both of them went through a series of English
admission examinations and interviews before they could
secure a place for themselves in the Community College.

Speaking of life in Hong Kong, Roy said the biggest challenge
is to take care of himself in everyday life - not uncommon for
young people who leave home for the first time. Besides, since
Mainland students usually have fewer opportunities to practise
English, they may need to put in more effort in English studies.
“In fact, | was able to adapt to the English environment quite
quickly because the College has different means to help us
improve our English skills. There is, for example, the English
Enhancement Course and an English corner to polish our
practical usage, together with the constant encouragement
from the teachers. | have also joined Air Cadet and a number
of school activities, so everything adds up.”

The biggest challenge for Diman is also in the language, but
the language in her case is Cantonese. “Cantonese is difficult
to learn. Sometimes | want to speak with my classmates in
Cantonese, but they talk to me in Mandarin instead. | can
understand some Cantonese now, which is already some
improvement.” Diman likes Hong Kong very much, especially
the captivating east-meets-west culture that is totally unique.
“Hong Kong is a beautiful and dynamic city. | love the
openness and freedom of the College. The learning method,
curriculum, teaching style and facilities...everything is
fascinating to me.”

Hong Kong student Jennifer is Roy and Diman’s local guide.
As a peer advisor of the College’s Peer Advisors Scheme,
Jennifer is responsible for taking care of Mainland students
when they arrive, and this is how she got to know Roy and
Diman. “This is a totally new environment for Mainland
students. They don’t know anyone who could teach them
about living and studying here, so it is my job to help them
adapt to their lives here and share their worries.” Jennifer
likes being a peer advisor because it is meaningful and she has
made two good friends from Mainland through this scheme.

The open platform provided by the College has no boundaries
of geographic, cultural and political, it allows students to learn
and interact with one another freely and effectively. ﬁ
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Small Tasks, Big Hearts
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Doris Chin senior Executive Secretary

R 85 BR mazmm

Chan Kam Chiu office Assistant
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People engaged in administrative work are usually attentive
to details, and people who are attentive to details usually
have a good memory -- this is truly the case for the two staff
members featured in this interview.

Chan Kam Chiu, known as Chiu to all, has been working at
HKU for almost 20 years. “l began working at HKU on 14th
December 1990 as a security guard; on 20th August 1992,

| was transferred to an administrative position at HKU SPACE.
| remembered it was a rainy day, and | was asked to come

to work early to take care of the mail..."” Talking to Chiu is
like looking at an old photo album; his amazing powers of
recollection immediately bring back the past vividly.

Doris Chin is Chiu’s comrade in arms, and their close
partnership is rooted in many years of working together.

"] was the one to interview Chiu way back in 1992 when

he applied for the transfer. Though both of us have been
transferred to different positions throughout the years,

we are working together again now. “ Doris’s responsibilities
span student admission, timetable planning to school
administration. Given the wide scope of duties,

she believes in collaboration among colleagues to

bring out the best results.

Speaking of the past, both Chiu and Doris most cherished

the time when the College was first established.

“The first prospectus might not look as professional as
compared to the one now, but it was the result of intense,
dedicated work by the whole team. They were running short
in a very short time and we had to reprint immediately.”
Another significant incident etched in their memories took
place in 2003, when SARS hit Hong Kong. “During the period
of SARS, not only were masks and plastic gloves supplied for
students, what touched me most was the genuine concern

of our staff for the students. It really gave a sense of a big
family.” Chiu was exceptionally touched when a student
baked him a cake as a gesture of encouragement.

To them, the College is undoubtedly one big loving

family beside their own.
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Apart from their assigned duties, Doris and Chiu also
contribute in less conspicuous circumstances. Though she has
a heavy workload, Doris is always ready to go to the frontline
to help when needed, especially during the admission

period -- her most memorable time of the year. “When |

saw parents inquiring anxiously at the reception, sometimes
accompanied by a few tears, | just couldn’t help but reach
out to them. | would listen to their stories, share my views on
their children’s education, hopefully to soothe their worries
and make them feel better.”

Chiu, on the other hand, takes pride in injecting the College
with a festive atmosphere during the holiday season every
year. “To create a joyous mood for the College, | would
take a look at the decorations in different shopping malls
first, then gather the suitable ornaments and work on the
decoration. The results are most satisfactory, and to me it is
as enjoyable as decorating my house for the holidays.”

Although these small tasks may easily go unnoticed, they
are nonetheless significant to the well being of the College
as a whole. These seemingly small efforts are like screws to
a big machine. For the machine to operate smoothly and
efficiently, every part must work perfectly, and every screw
counts. Success is a glamorous word, but when we break it
down, we can see it is made up of these small episodes that
warm our hearts. ‘

Doris B EE — K2l ——FK AN FRELWEFM (X) | FBEH
BEEATHEB=1F (4)  BIRAEE G2 T HE -

The first and only hand made prospectus (left) is a remarkable
souvenir for Doris; Chiu’s old staff card (right) has been used for
almost twenty years and just been renewed.

1 F £ % History Being Made
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lessons. His drawings are on the white board, as are some
of his students’ thoughts.

“A man of forty is like a flower,"” so the Chinese idiom goes.

But for Andrew Mui, the magic number is twelve.

The story begins when Andrew became a teacher in 2005

after years of working as an administrator .

“| have always loved to teach. | had taught English in
secondary school, as well as adults’ Cantonese classes and
business English before | joined HKU SPACE in 1999. But

| was asked to do administrative work, to help establish

the soon-to-be-opened Community College. | became like
a professional writer, writing press releases, documents,
proposals and minutes of meetings every day,” he said. For
years Andrew worked tirelessly as an administrator for the
College, and it was only in 2005 that his long cherished wish
to become a teacher was granted.

The transition was not as smooth as Andrew had imagined
but he finally came to terms with his new identity.
“Teaching is all about the process. We need to find the way
to make the learning easier for students. Administrative
work, on the other hand, is all about the end product,

which can be a document or a proposal.”
And here is the story about the flowers.

The year Andrew became a lecturer teaching General English
in the College, he was still adjusting to his new role. “l was
giving extra lessons to students who were especially eager

to learn,” he said. Some made tremendous progress with
Andrew’s help, and this prompted them to secretly take
pictures of his classes. “When they graduated, they used the
photos to make an album for me, but the biggest surprise was
the bouquet of twelve flowers that they sent me!” It was the

first bouquet that Andrew had ever received in his life!

Those students were subsequently accepted by The University
of Hong Kong and received awards for academic excellence.
“They invited me to their award presentation ceremony in
the University. | knew | was right to keep believing and to
become a teacher when | saw their achievements.”

A suggestion of tears gleamed in Andrew’s eyes as he spoke
of his passion for teaching. ‘

MERE s

Andrew Mui College Lecturer

1 % 2 = History Being Made
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“Without dreams, how is a man different from a dried
salted fish?” This is a whimsical remark made by Stephen
Chow in one of his films. For mainland student,

Melody Bi, when she first came to Hong Kong, a dream
was what made her take a courageous leap.

"] scored 685 in the college entrance examination in China
and was accepted by a prestigious university in the northeast.
Naturally many people were surprised that | chose to study in
Hong Kong.” To Melody, the decision was meant to be. She
has long been fascinated by this city and was eager to come
here to pursue her dream. However, shortly after she came

in 2006, she inevitably felt the pressure of living in this highly
competitive city. Fortunately, a classmate from the Associate
Degree program guided her through the hard times. They
now became such close friends.

The Associate Degree program not only enabled Melody to
get acquainted with Hong Kong and the education system
here, it also brought her a step closer to her dream by leading
her to the Cinema and Television program offered by Baptist
University, into which she was accepted a year later.

"l inherited my passion from my father, who was a drama
and literature graduate. My first acting performance was
when | was fourteen, in a drama written by my father.” The
outstanding performance staged by this father-daughter duo
was a great success. Together they won the “Most Creative”
and “Best Coordination” awards in the school’s arts festival.
This success confirmed Melody’s determination to pursue

a career in the dream factory.

While studying at the university, Melody encountered
numerous training opportunities in the media industry,
including TVB and Shenzhen TV. These have undoubtedly
widened her horizons and toughened her up. “At TVB, once
you got on the job, no one would regard you a student,

so you have to work as hard as anyone.” Recently, Melody is
busy producing her final year project featuring farm villages.
She confessed that the topic was inspired by a workshop she
attended while studying for the Associate Degree.

“The Associate Degree program has a special place in my
heart because it marks the beginning of my days in Hong
Kong. As for the future, | look forward to showing my work
to the world on the big screen one day!”

Melody, time for action! ‘
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Chris is an expert in sandwich
making as he used to make over
a hundred everyday.

+&[EHT TENR © A Decade of Academic Excellence

Mencius once said, “A gentleman stays away from
the kitchen.”

How times have changed! Chris Fu, who is about to graduate
from the Associate Degree program, finds inspiration from
the kitchen. “I became more patient after working in the
kitchen, and it also made me determined to go back to
school,” he said.

Chris started working as an apprentice in a restaurant after
graduating from Form 5. He calls it “hell’s kitchen”. "It was
like | went to work every day to get yelled at. Some older
chefs told me that in this industry, getting scolded was what
I was getting paid for, not the actual work.” Definitely a
tough field for a young person. After four years at the job,
Chris got tired of making sandwiches every day. He wanted
change and so decided to go back to school.

Becoming a student again wasn't easy either. “Every subject
was taught in English, which gave me a headache,” Chris
revealed. A dictionary became his best companion. It wasn't
easy trying to navigate in the sea of English vocabulary

but his time in “hell’s kitchen” had toughened him up and
helped him through.

Chris treasures his time back in school and actively takes part
in the Student Ambassador Program. “In the kitchen the
hierarchy was very clear. | was a tiny potato. But everyone’s
equal in the College and | have been able to serve others
and share my own experience through participating in these
programs.” These new experiences helped to build Chris’s
confidence and he is now unafraid to speak his mind and has

become much more optimistic and pro-active.

Speaking about his future, Chris does not plan to continue
his studies immediately. “I've learned so much in these three
years and feel that I'm ready to work again. | want to
pursue a career in social work as | like to serve others,
especially those in need.”

Chris's example makes it evident that the College is doing
a good job in developing the whole character of students
rather than focusing on specific skills. From a kitchen
apprentice to an all-rounded individual with a vision,
Chris is now ready to work harder and give back to the
community. ‘

IR
Chris Fu

2007-08 REIE+ %5272 Pre-Associate Degree Program
2008-10 #EHIE (HEE)FIZ L Associate of Social Sciences (Sociology)
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HKU SPACE is often amicably referred to as “the space”,
hence the students call themselves “astronauts”. Dr S M Shen
is here to elaborate on the expansiveness and endless
possibilities of this unique “space”.

Dr Shen knows the history of HKU SPACE like the back of her
hand. She could tell you everything like a family tale, recounting
how the Community College was established in 2000, the Higher
Diploma program added in 2001, the North Point Campus
renovated in 2001, the HKU SPACE Global College, Suzhou
established in 2005, how the HKU SPACE Po Leung Kuk
Community College was co-founded with Po Leung Kuk in 2006,
and the Kowloon East Campus officially opened in 2007.

The Community College’s rapid development in a mere ten
years has been amazing to see, but what matters most to

Dr Shen is that students are able to breakthrough despite
hardships and limited resources. “The road is not always
smooth and straight for our students, and because of this,
they have become more adaptable in adverse conditions,
which make them more versatile and competitive in Hong
Kong’s ever-changing environment. | can foresee more and
more of our graduates becoming leaders in the society.”

The number of HKU SPACE alumni has grown enormously in
recent years, and Dr Shen commented, “Many people think
the Community College is just a stepping stone to a higher
level, but it has been proven to our students that this is in fact
a turning point in their lives. Therefore, we are committed to
uniting our graduates and motivating them to take up more

social responsibilities and contribute more to the society.”

Both HKU SPACE and the Community College confront
challenges of varying degrees, such as the Government’s
attitude towards education reform and the distribution of
resources. Yet Dr Shen maintains her optimism in facing these
challenges. The two most pressing issues at hand are the
"3-3-4" education reform and the development of a private
college. The former is still undergoing a transitional stage
where more negotiation and collaboration among schools,
the community and the Education Bureau are needed. As for
the plan of an independent, private college, it is still awaiting
approval, but once it gets the go ahead it could provide more
choices for students who wish to further their studies.

When it comes to learning at HKU SPACE, the opportunities
are boundless. The sky only is the limit. ‘
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Looking back, the past ten years seem to have gone by

in the blinking of an eye at the Community College, as
staff and teachers recount many uplifting stories, ones that
underscore the success and hard work of all those involved.

The College came into existence ten years ago to provide
Associate Degree and Higher Diploma programs to

respond to the community’s changing educational needs.
The curricula have been designed to teach general and
professional skills to establish a solid foundation for students
before they go on to tertiary studies or join the workforce.
Associate Degree programs place a greater emphasis on
liberal studies to give students a broader world view, and

to help them find their real interests. Higher Diploma
programs, on the other hand, are more professionally
geared. These clearly defined courses stress the interactive
element, taught by teachers who are deeply concerned with
the progress of each student. The key is to get them to enjoy
learning and build up their confidence.

Karen Chan, Albert Hung and Ken Wong believe that
students will benefit a great deal in life and in their studies,
if they are led to be genuinely interested in the subject
matter taught. Programs offered by the Community
College have been widely recognised by relevant industry
and professional institutions, allowing greater interaction
between students and the business world. With the help of
this enhanced network, students are given better options
when they go on to universities or enter the workforce.

The teachers also foresee that people with a broader skill
set and world view will be in great demand. With this

in mind, the College will offer more courses that are
comprehensive yet professional in nature in order to

enhance the competitiveness of its graduates.

TIA G ZF -+ BERIEZEEY] o Karen ENEZRT B AR - —HERASE
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The four colleagues have been friends for years. Karen said that
they used to go out often during holidays but those times are now
few and far between as they have more responsibilities at work.
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Dr F T Chan (middie) College Vice Principal (Academic Affairs)

BREIL = mmsm
Karen Chan (first left) College Senior Lecturer

EBE xo)amun
Ken Wong (second left) College Principal Lecturer

REEIR - maxenesszn
Albert Hung (first right) Higher Diploma Program Leader
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The next decade is going to be filled with opportunities

and challenges. Dr F T Chan is confident that the Associate
Degree programs will make the transition to the new 3-3-4
system smoothly. As early as ten years ago, Associate Degree
programs started to provide education equivalents to

year one and two in the four-year North American system,
making the transition to the soon-to-be-launched system
virtually seamless. Higher Diploma programs, with a more
professional approach, are at an advantage when connecting
to 3-year programs in the UK and Australia. Dr Chan believes
that only minor adjustments need to be made. “We have

a comprehensive teaching model and system in place and

are able to make appropriate changes to suit the needs of
students, the job market and the society at large. Under the
new system, we will continue to help our students find their
chosen paths, by offering quality education based on liberal
and professional studies.”

The Community College now attracts students not only from
Hong Kong, but also from the Chinese Mainland and the
rest of the world. There have been substantial numbers

of applications from the Mainland during the past few
years, and the College is planning to accept more overseas
and Mainland students so that the student body will be
more diverse and international. “We hope that with the
establishment of a private university, students will be given
more options in their tertiary studies. The Community
College strives to create a diverse learning platform to enable
students to grow and build up their confidence so that they
are ready to face any future challenges.” ‘

+ 4 FHH % A Fresh Start
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Ten years ago, Tim
appeared as a student
on the cover of the
first prospectus.
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| still have vivid memories of my first day at the Community
College. It was the first time | did not have to wear a uniform
to school, and also the first time | went to a school outside of

the New Territories.

After a year at the College, | was accepted by Lingnan
University's Department of Chinese. | had a few jobs
afterwards, before starting my own business. It is not often

that | get to think about those by-gone days.

Therefore | would like to thank my alma mater for giving
me this opportunity to work as a contributor on this
commemorative booklet. This allows to relive some old
memories and rekindle old ties. | was pleasantly surprised
that Ken Wong, who taught my Cultural Studies class in
2000, was able to recognise me after ten years as if no time
has passed! Chan Kam Chiu, who meets thousands of new
students every year, could tell right away that | was an old
student. Needless to say | enjoyed every interview that | did,
as it was like visiting and chatting with your own family
after some time away.

In the past few months, | have not only discovered the
special ties that my interviewees have with the College,
but also how the College has changed their lives. |, as well,
is one among them. | am grateful to have been a part of
the College and believe that | will hear more and more
exhilarating stories in years to come. ﬁ
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